Introduction

From the Transcendental,
through the Extraordinary, to “Perpetual Peace”

PETER FENVES

InXchelfollowingXparagraphMofXtheMCritiqudXoMPurdldReason XwhereMKant,X
reflecting®onXhowlwelspeakMofXcheXdifferencebetweenMappearancesdandX
realityMecapitulateshefbasidhrgumendheormulatesdnMavorkbMranscen-
dentalMdealism,&thelword®extraordinarfMassumesdhelextraordinaryMunctionX
ofexplicating®heMneaningfofthelvordXranscendental:

If Xtherefore XMvelbay:XIhelbsensesKepresendXbbjectsdoMuskhsdheyX
appearfbutheMinderstandingdhsiheyhre, KhenXheMacter¥sdhoX
toXbeXrakenXinXaXcranscendentalXbut¥merely¥anXempiricalXway,X
signifying,Mhamely,XhowktheyMmusdbeMrepresentedXhskbbjectsXofX
experience,MinMtheXthoroughgoing¥connectionMoflappearances,X
andXhodhowltheyMmighdbebbutsidefbfthelelationXoMpossibleX
experiencefndXonsequently®olenseMnieneral BhusdkhsdbbjectsX
ofpurelinderstanding MrorhiskvillklwayskemainXinknownkoX
us,XoXthatXit¥evenMremainsMinknownMwhethe®uch®MXranscen-
dentaldextraordinaryMauferordentlichen])RognitionMskpossiblebh X
all, Fatdeasthskbnelhatdtands¥indedbudrdinary¥ gewihnlichen]X
categories RWithMisMinderstandinglndXensibilitylanMleterminelX
anfobject¥onlyXinXcombination Xl fXwekseparateMthem, KthenMwelX
have¥ntuitions¥vithout®oncepesdbrioncepts¥vithoutdntuitions,X
budinXeitherXaselepresentationsithad¥welcannorelateloanyX
determinatefbbject.!
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NowhereelseMinXall¥ofXhisKextan®writings¥does¥Kan t¥explainXtheX
cardinalhccribucelbffhisktechnicaldocabulary,RranscendentalBvich¥eferencelX
totheltolloquialkerm®extraordinary KAsXRhelbubstitutiondblranscendentald
byRextraordinary®were¥notXextraordinary¥enough,XheemphasizesXtheXpointX
byRescribingithelategoriesdbMhefpureMinderstandingkhskhothingMesskhan
“ordinary.”®Since,Khowever,KtheMdemonstrationXofXtheMobjectiverealityMofX
theseategoriesdlerivesMromMMranscendentalleduction—thiss,Ebf&ourse,X
thelornerstonddbfhelritical}program BvhichXandonsiders®oXdmportantdX
thatXheMaccomplisheskittwice—theMpassageMcited¥aboveMcanXbeXrephrasedX
asollowing:Mhekextraordinary®yieldsdhebrdinary;XnoreMprecisely,XonlykbyX
virtuefbffhnMextraordinaryMeductiondan®thelbrdinarinessdb®heXeategoriesk
bedecognized MvenMsiKanddlenieshebpossibilitylbMxtraordinary®ognition,X
atfleasdorXhumankbeings,Kheladmits,KifonlykbyXwayXbMbubstitution,XthatX
thefbrdinarinessdbftognition®erivesromlhelxtraordinary.

DXextraordinario—whichBvasirstublishedXinX200 1¥andMhppearsX
hereMinder®helitdeModernityXaiXExcep tion®und@Miracle—makesdMiskhcutely®
sensitiveltothelbubddbemantidvendhatdhappensKin®hiskbriefdpassageXb i
thelCritiqudlofdPurdXReason XAXnewXkindXofX“hermeneuticsXofMsuspicion”X
emergesiromMcheXpageskboXSabrovsky s¥production®o fKaXhewkableXoMqua-
si-categories,Bvhich,®ongruent¥vith®helKantianfbne,MerivesromMM tran-
scendentalMextraordinary) "Bleduction. B¥Whereas®heMenealogicaldnquiriestb X
alNietzschelo aXFoucaulXprompdXthelsuspicionXthat¥poweisXeverywhereX
implicatedXniven®theMnosthpparentykheutralndsdbfbenign®echniques,X
thelnalysishadensuesknihis¥olumelhlertsdtsieadersoltheMacdthadheX
forms¥ind¥unctionsdbffontemporary®rdefdndMbrdinarinessdleriveMromihelX
extraordinarinessXand¥but-of-ordered-ness¥bflModernityMitsel £ X XisdorXthisX
reason—and®¥nMontrasdfodheMantianbprogramMb B roundingheMdciencesdnX
thelf'transcendentaldextraordinary) Bunitylbfpperception—that®babrovsky’sX
studyMloesthodpresendNewtonianbbflassicalnechanicsdbut,Bacher,BratisticalX
thermodynamicsMs®helxemplary®nodern¥cience:®veryMemblancedbffbrderX
isdinderstoodXnkhdvancelobbeltxtraordinary,MMeviationKromXtheltatekb X
equilibriumloward¥vhich®bodiesdndMields,Mmattedfnd®nergy¥nove MAndX
iXisMorXthelbamelteasonthatXSabrovsky’skhnalysisktakesKitskpoindbMepar-
tureMromMaXyeneraldconceptionofManguageXchadXisksolhltogetherXordinarylX
withinkhefontext®MModernityMncludingFind®speciallyXeskxacdciences,X
that¥veMailtolecognizeMesdexcraordinariness—theonception,fhamely,XhatX
deniesMvithout®hellightesdompunction®helpossibility®hatertainvordsX
acquireitheitMmeaning®hndXthuskbecomelwordsMinKtheXpropedensedofithelX
wordXnlyMbecausetheyMhreMultimately®sroundedXindheXbrderXbMrealicy.XInX
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othe¥vords,Babrovsky¥preciselyMocatesheXModernity®MModernicyXnkthelX
total®ictorydbMaceldcholasticdhominalismMoverarly®cholasticealism M dXsX
forlthisdeason,Minally,&thatheMbriginalXpublicationfbRDdXoRbxtraordinariod
borelthelsubtitleMnominalismd®modernidad:Bhelquasi-categoriesKoMmod-
erniphilosophy,Bcience Miterature,Mart,Kand®politicsieriveromMMsenerallyX
occluded¥memoryMofnominalism’s¥eriumph KwhichXrequiredXeachXofXheselX
spheresXofknowledge Kaction,MandXjudgmendXoRrepresentaversionXofthel
extraordinary—thelexceptional BheMniraculous—inBvhich®hedbattledvouldX
continue,XandithelictorylouldbeltepeatedXand®orgotten®ediinfinitum.X

WhatXSabrovskyMdiscernsiinXtheMfollowingXpassageXdrawnXfromXchel
eleventhXandXinalkchaptedo MV odernin®asXExceptionlXandiMiracldpreciselyX
capturesBvhatXandhdmitskhlmosthsMnihsideMnkthefpassagedjuoted¥bovelX
fromMthelXCritiqudofPurdiReason:X

[T]heMhominalist ¥wholhssertsdtheMradicaldinknowability®¥ofXthel
Realitsbprimordialdltericy¥nMonnectionMolburanguage) Mknows,X
however,XKofXtheReal—preciselyMasKsomethingXunknowable,MasX
otherMnMbchevords,fhominalismMecksdobtxcludedhedprojectionX
ofthelormskbXeasonXntolhelRealhndXhus®olban,MoncelndX
fordll Bhebpassagedbetweenbbeingfind®hought. MBuddinsofarsdesX
unknowabilityMsXnMtselfhnMinverifiableipostulateX forXinkbrderX
torerifyMe,Ealbor b thinkingkbMhinking Bvoulddbehecessary,X
whichBwouldXfacefhgainKtheXsameXproblem) Kid¥cankbelhothingX
budbbrojection XThusXKXKheXhominalistXpostulatedsiviolatedX
attheldveryMnstand®thadddXskhsserted KHowever,Xhominalism,KasX
wellXasitheXmodernMvorldXinstitutedXby¥e,MareMho ¥ refuted Moy
this¥paradox.MRather,XtheXparadoxXisKthefsourceMofenergyMchatX
keepsMmodernXeason®vorking X(142)

JusdsBBabrovskyMonciselyMestates®heltpistemidporiakiroundXvhich¥
Kant'skriticallprogramMevolves,MnXvhich®heXinknowability#bf#hings-in-them-
selvesHskbMdifferendbrdedbfknowledgelhan®helknowledgelbthefbbjectX
offéxperienceMnbigeneral MoloeskhelubtlyXndicatelhefxacpoindhdivhichX
Modernity¥becomesXexceptionalXromMwithinKtheXeon textXofKicsdexemplaryX
science.BBecausdhelpostulate”MromMvhich®Modernicy@mergesdemainstbnlyX
alemand XhothnMaxiomMhadtankbeldemonstrated®throughMomelormibfX
intuition,Mhel¥source”®Mts¥energy”MsMnexhaustible ModernityMshuskkinX
tolMperpetual-motionMnachine,BvhichBratisticaldhermodynamics,@mergingX
fromMheMndustrialdevolution(s®helruxibfthednodernMciences,Moeskhot
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solnuchMlisallowMnMccordancelvich®omeXnetaphysicallprincipledshleclare
inadmissible}n}heiealdvorld,MncludingXtsXdeallnodelskbfenergy®ransfer.X
ByW/ircuelbfheMnexhaustibilicy®b M csdlynamid®ource, Mhowever,ModernityX
must®iewMtselFhskhnMnfinitelyMinlikelyMexception®olthelprobabilistiddawsX
andXhus®hebbnlyNegitimateMniracle MO&ourse,EheBamedrgumendproceedsX
inXthefbppositeidirectionFincdwelannotknow,KafterXhll MvhethedXohotX
thelsourceoflModernity’ senergyiskinKfactXinexhaustible,KthereMisXnoXendX
tothelhumber®bMvaysXnBvhichMtskendXankhndBvillkbedmagined K nsofarlX
asibuchMpeculationMsM tsel fbbourcelbfenergy,however,RhefanticipationkbfX
its¥exhaustionMresultsdinMtsieplenishment.X
ToMmy¥knowledge,BtherdsXonlybneMpreviousdhttemptoXinderstandX
Modernity®sd&berperuumBnobileBhamelyMancsHiccleMreatisddb il 795, umX
ewigenXFriedenBvhichMsdbften KandXodXoodXeason, Kranslated®hs) Perpet-
ualdPeace.”Mniertain®passages,Man®buggestsithatdhn®endXtolvarfare—notX
onlyXpoliticalbudkhlsoXmetaphysical—canXbefhccomplished®withoudhMotalX
exhaustionXofMivingorcesXonly®throughheiestablishmen o fXsystemMofX
mutuallyBustaining®ndnlivening®tatesthadivould®epresend@hefnalogueX
inXthelbphere®o fXfreedom&oMaXperpetual-motionKmachineXinXthefsphereXofX
nature XEvenXfBabrovskylhevernentionsX Perpetualleace”®MnMV/odernizaiX
Exceptionfand@Miracle&helpassagelbitheXCritiqudloflPurddReasorXinXvhichX
Kand¥irstpeaksibfhMivelyMpeacenaintainedXin®perpetuityMsktheMpoin kb X
departureXnoonlyXforXhisXanalysisKofltheMextraordinaryXquasi-categoryXofX
historyXinXthelsecond®chapteXbut,KinKretrospect,Xfo ¥l Mo fthelsubsequentX
quasi-categories,MnsofaifhsdachlbMthem MsXnodern,Mskhistoricaldnitheltel-
evantense. MoK ant, B fourse,Mewtoniancience,Mlong®vithXrithmetidX
andXEuclideanXgeometry,MisKtheMexemplaryMscience. MEvenXasKhisKveryXfirstX
book,X7hough Ko nXshdlTrudlEstimationXoflLivinglForces KwrittenMsomeMffeyX
yearstbeforeM Perpetualleace, Mingerlydntersdntolhedentury-longMlebatesX
concerning®¥vhat®@ventually®vouldbeialled®helirstdawbbfhermodynamics,X
hePhadMhoMccessdobheMkindstbMnvestigationMabrovskyMnalyzesdnbhisMourthX
chapter, X" WorkskbfiScience.”MNevertheless,FheMvasivellnoughMhwarelbiheX
relevantXconjecturesandXexperimentsXroMrecognizeMthatXheMcould¥associatelX
hiskbroposalforXperpetual®peaceMvichXheXideabMXperpersunnobildbonly®
ifthelbelf-consciouslyMdoprednbhttitudefbMronidletachment, Mo X skhotX
onlybprincesnddpoliticianstbuthhlsofhaturaldphilosophersdind¥protoscientistsX
wholwould¥scoffth dhnyMuch®proposal . MHere, Mfnywhere XakhermeneuticsX
ofuspicionMisMwarrantedXsinceMvhat®elsecoulddbebehindXi®proposalXhatX
everyoneMamiliarvich®heMnodernXciencestknowsMoMbedmpossible—aRystemX
offorcesithadXmurtuallyMustainskandXenlivenskeach¥andXallXo X tsXimembers?X
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DespitefullXof&thisKustifiedXmockery®and¥suspicion,Khowever,KtheXproposalX
standsMinrefuted¥ind Mndeed Mrrefutable MVodernitMuExceptionindd iracldd
isMonedoMitsdzenuinedbuccessors,MorXitetrievesdthatXinfinitelyXfinedbalancelX
offargument,Mstyle,KandXtoneMthroughXwhich®PerpetualdPeace™XretainsXthelX
possibilityMthatXglobalXModernityMaskaMwhole—howeverMittleMthisK ‘whole”®
canbbeMlrepresentedXbyMaXuniversalerm, Kincluding¥Modernity—mayXbeKicsX
ownMmiracle,ankexceptionXoXtheawsithatdzovernktheMiniverse.
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